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Dear Kate, 
 
Since its inception in 1930, with the staging of the first British Empire (now Commonwealth) Games held in 
Hamilton, Canada, Athletics has been an integral part of the Commonwealth Sport Movement both in Australia 
and internationally. 
 
Athletics in Australia has a proud history at the Commonwealth Games with its athletes winning 500 medals (196 
gold, 164 silver, 140 bronze) between Hamilton 1930 and Gold Coast 2018, making it the second most successful 
sport for Australia behind only Swimming. 
 
The Commonwealth Games has been an important forum for up and coming athletes to gain prominence on the 
international stage.  Athletes like Cathy Freeman, Rob de Castella and more recently Kelsey-Lee Barber and Nicole 
McDermott - amongst others – made their mark at the Commonwealth Games before achieving medal success at 
Olympic or World Championship level. 
 
Just as the Commonwealth Games is an important part of the pathway for global success for Australian athletes, 
the forging of a stronger and seamless connection between the junior ranks and senior level competition through 
the formation of Australian Athletics will be critically important for the future.   
 
The formation of Australian Athletics will complete the virtuous circle for the sport of Athletics.  It will help foster 
a lifelong love of and participation in Athletics.  It will strengthen the sport’s ability to retain talented junior 
athletes and more effectively connect them with pathways on their way to compete in the “green and gold” at 
Olympic, Paralympic, Commonwealth Games or World Championship level. 
 
Athletics Australia and Little Athletics Australia are to be commended for working together for unification. 
 
Commonwealth Games Australia looks forward to welcoming the unified Australian Athletics organisation to its 
membership in the near future. 
   
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
CRAIG PHILLIPS 
Chief Executive Officer 


